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The conquering foe they Coon affail’d, 

Firft Truth /farV, and Ctrdon tail’d. 

Staves, n.f '1 he plural of Jiaff. 

All in ftrange manner arm’d, 

Some ruflick knives, fome /laves in fire warmed. Fairy Qu. 
They tie tcafils up in bundles or faves.Mortimer’s Hu/band. 
Sta'vesacre. n.f. Larkfpur. A plant. 

To STAY. v. n. \_Jlacn , Dutch.] 

1. To continue in a place; to forbear departure. 

Macbeth, we Jiay upon your leifurc. Shakejprare’s Maibeih. 

If (he do bid me pack. I’ll give her thanks. 

As though lhe bid me jiay by her a week. Shakefpeare. 
Would yc tarry for them till they were grown ? would ye 
Jiay for them from having hufbands ? Ruth i. 13. 

Not after refurreftion fhall lie Jiay 
Longer on earth than certain times t’appear. Milton. 

He did ordain that as many might depart as would ; but as 
many as would Jiay fhould have very good means to live from 
the (late. • Bacon. 

They flocked in fuch multitudes, that they not only jlayed 
for their refort, but difeharged divers. Playwurd. 

Th’ injur’d Tea, which from her wonted place, 

To gain fome acres, avarice did force. 

If the new banks ncglefted once decay. 

No longer will from her old channel Jiay. JJailer. 

Stay , I command you, Jiay and hear me firft. Dry den. 

Nor mull he Jiay at home, bccaufe he muft he back again 
by one and twenty. The father cannot /fa; any longer. Locke. 

Every plant has its atmofpherc, which hath various effefts 
on thofe who Jiay near rhem. Arhuthot on Aliments. 

Servants fent on meflages jiay out longer than the meflage 
requires. Swift. 

2. To continue in a flate. 

The flames augment, and Jiay 
At their full height, then languifh to decay. Dryden. 

3. To wait; to attend. 

I’ll tell thee my whole device 

When I am in my corv h, which flays for us. Shakefpeare. 

We for his royal prefence only Jiay 
To end the rites. 

I /fay for Turnus, whofe devoted head 
Is owing to the living and the dead ; 

My fon and I expeft it from his hand. 

4. To flop; to fland Hill. 

When fhe lift pour out her larger fpright, 

She would command the hafty fun to Jiay , 

Or backward turn his courfe. Fairy Queen. 

Perkin Warbcck, finding that when matters once go down 
the hill, they Jiay not without a new force, rcfulvcd to try 
fome exploit upon England. Bacon. 

Satan 

Throws his fteep flight in many an airy wheel, 

Nor Jiay'd, till on Niphates’ top he lights. 

5. To dwell; to be long. 

Nor will I Jiay 

On Amphix, or what deaths he dealt that day. 

I muft Jiay a little on one aftion, which preferred the re¬ 
lief of others to the confideration of vourfelf. Dryden. 

6. To reft confidently. 

Becaufc ye truft in oppreflion, and Jiay thereon, this fhall 
be as a breach ready to fall. I,a. XXX. 12. 

They call themfelves of the holy city, and Jiay themfelvcs 
upon God. Ifa. xlviii. 2. 

To Stay. v. a. 

1. To flop; to withold ; to reprefs. 

All that may Jiay their minds from thinking that true which 
they heartily wifh were falfc, but cannot think it fo without 
fome fcruple. Hooker, 

The Syrens fang to allure them into danger; but Orpheus 
fang fo well that he fiaid them. Raleigh's Hjtory oj the World. 
*■ He took nothing but a bit of bread to flay his ftomach. Locke. 
To Jiay thefc hidden gufts of paflion 
That hurry you from reafon, reft allur'd 
The fecret of your love lives with me only. Rowe. 

Stay her ftomach with thefc half hundred plays, till I can 
procure her a romance big enough to fatisfy her great foul with 
adventures. Pope. 

Why ceafc wc then the wrath of heaven to Jiay ? 

Be humbled all. Pope. 

2. To delay; to obftruft; to binder from progreflion. 

The joyous time will not be fay’d 
Unlefs fhe do him by the forelock take. Spenfer. 

Your fhips are fiaid at Venice. Shakefpeare. 

Unto the lhore, with tears, with fighs, with moan, 
They him conduct; curfing the bounds thatyfay 
Their willing fleet, that would have further gone. 

I will bring thee where no fhadow flays 
Thy coming, and thy foft embraces. Milton s Paradife Lojl. 
I was willing to Jiay my reader on an argument that appears 
to me new. Locke. 
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3. To keep from departure. 

If as a prifoner I were here, you might 
Have then infifted on a conqueror’s right. 

And Jiay'd me here. 

4. [ Mayer, French.] To prop; to fupport; to hold 

On tins determination wc mightyfay ourfdves without r 
ther proceeding herein. A ,ur * 

Aartn and Hur Jlayed up his hands, the one on ih c oTr? 
and the other on the other. p x .j x ^ 

Sallows and reeds for vineyards ufcful found < XVl1 ' l2. 
To Jiay thy vines. 

Stay. n.f. [ ejiayc , French.] 

1. Continuance in a place ; forbearance of departure. 

Determine, 

Or for her Ay or going; the affair cries haftc. ShaMtar, 

, bhouldjudgcs make a longeryfay in a place than ufuatft t |,„ 
do; a day more in a county would be a very good addition* 

Her long with ardent look his eye purfu’d, 

Delighted ! but defired more her Jiay. 

The Thracian youth invades 
Orpheus returning from th’ Elyfian fliades. 

Embrace the hero, and his Jiay implore. 

So long ayfay will make 
The jealous king fufpeft wc have been plotting. Denham 
What p'eafure hop’ll: thou in my Jiay, 

When I’m conftrain’d and wifh myfelf away ?• Dr dtr 
When the wine fparkies, 

Make hafte, and leave thy bufinels and thy care, 

No mortal int'reft can be worth thy Jiay. ‘ Dryden 

2. Stand; cefl’ation of progreflion. 

Bones, after full growth, continue at ayfay; teeth fland at 
ayfay, except their wearing. Bam. 

Affairs of ftate feemed rather to fland at a Jloy, than to ad¬ 
vance or decline. Hayward. 

Made of fpherc-metal, never to decay, 

Until his revolution was at Jiay. Milan. 

Almighty crowd ! thou fliortcn’ft all difputc; 

Nor faith nor reafon make thee at a Jiay , 

Thou leap’ft o’er all. ' Dryden's Meicl. 

3. A flop; an obftruclion; a hindrance from progrels. 

His fell heart thought long that little way, 

Griev’d with each flep, tormented with each Jiay. Fairfax. 

4. Reft.aint; prudence; caution. 

Many juft and temperate provifo9, well fhewed and fore¬ 
tokened the wifdom, Jiay and moderation of the king. Bean. 
With prudent Jiay he long dcferr’J 
The rough contention. 

5. A fixed flate. 

Who have before, or fhall write after thee. 

Their works though toughly laboured will be 
Like infancy or age to man s firm Jiay , 

Or early and late twilights to mid-day. 

Alas, what Jiay is there in human flate ! 

And who canfhun inevitable fate ? Dryden. 

6. A prop ; a fupport. 

Obedience of creatures unto the law of nature is th ejioy 
of the whole world. Mother. 

What furety of the world, what hope, what flay, 
What this was oneg a king, and now is clay. Shaktfpurt 
My only flrength, and Jiay ! forlorn of thee, 

Whither fhall I betake me ?—where fubfift ? Milton. 
Trees ferve as fo many Jlays for their vines, which hang 
like garlands from tree to tree. Addfon's Remarks on ltd). 

7. Tackling. [See Stays ] 

With Jiayi and cordage laft he rig’d afhip. 

And roll’d on leavers, launch’d her in the deep. 

Boddice. 
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8. [In the plural.] 

No ftubborn Jlays her yielding fhape embrace. 

q. Stcadinefs of conduct. 

Sta'yi n. fart. adj. [from Jiay .] 

1. Fixed; fettled; ferious; not volatile. 

For her fon, 

In her own hand the crown fhe kept in ftore, 

Till riper years he taught, and ftrongeryfay. P a - Q uan ‘ 
Whatfocvcr is above thefc procccdctli of fliortiicls of we- 
mory, or of want of a Jlayed and equal attention. Botnt. 

He was well Jlayed, and in his gate 
Preferv’d a grave majeftick flate. ‘ IU r f\ 

A Jlayed man and wife are fcldom fo indolent as not to_ 
confolation in each ether. ‘ 

2. Stopped. 

Sta'yF.dLY. adv. [UtmJlayed.] Compofedly; gravely, p 
dcntly; foberly; calmly; judicioufly. 

Sla'vedness. n.f. [from Jlayed.] 

1. Solidity; weight, - . r 1 A and 

When fubftantialnefs combincth with dclightm ne s, * 
currantoefs whhflayednefs, how can the language ® •' 
than moft full of fweetnefs. Camden s 1 • 

2. Com - 



samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Langu 
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? Compofure; prudence; gravity ; judicinhfmfs. 

Sta'yer. n. f. [from Jiay.] One who flops, holds or fupport. 
May Jove, the guardian of the cnpitol, 

He, the great flayer of our troops in rout. 

Fulfil your hope-, and animate the cohorts. A Philips. 
SrA'rtACE. n.f. [flay and lace.] A lace with which wonren 
fallen their boddice. 

A flay’ace from England fhould become a topick for cenlure 
atvifits. Swift. 

Stays. n.f. Without Angular. 

1. Boddice; a kind of lliff waiftcoat made of whalebone, worn 
by ladies. 

2. Ropes in a {hip to keep the maft from falling aft. All malls, 

topmafls, and flagflaves haveyfays except the fpritfail topmaft : 
the mainmaft, foremaft, with the mails belonging to them, 
have alfo back Ayr, which help to keep the malt from pitch¬ 
ing forward or overboard. Plains. 

"They were come upon the Jlays , when one of the Tailors 
deferred a galley. Sidney. 

3. Any fupport; any thing that keeps another extended. 

Weavers flretch your Jlays upon the weft. Dryden. 

STFAD. n.f. [)*reb, Saxon.] 
j. Place. Obfolete. 

Fly therefore, fly this fearful Jiead anon, 

Left thy fool hardize work thy fad confufion. Fairy Queen. 
They nigh approached to the Jiead 
Where as thofe maremaids dwelt. Spenfer’s Fairy Qj/een. 

The term of life is limited, 

Ne may a man prolong nor fliorten it; 

The foldier may not move from watchful Jiead , 

Nor leave his fland until his captain bed. Fairy Queen. 

2. Room ; place which another had or might have. 

If we had limply taken them clean away, or elfe removed 
them, fo as to place in their fiead others, we had done worfe. 

Hooker. 

There fell down many flain, and they dwelt in their Jieads 
until the captivity. 1 Chron. v. 22. 

Nor do the hold’ll attempts bring forth 
Events ftill equal to their worth ; 

But fometimes fail, and in their Jiead 

Fortune and cowardice fuccced. Butler. 

Jealoufy then fir’d his foul. 

And his face kindled like a burning coal; 

Now cold defpair’fucceeding in her jiead, 

T o livid palenefs turns the glowing red. Dryden. 

3. tfe; help. ToJiand in fiead ; to be of great ufc; to help ; to 
advantage. 

A compleat man hath fome parts, whereof the want could 
riot deprive him of his eflence ; yet to have them Jiandeth him 
in lingular Jiead, in refpeft of fpecial ufes. Hooker. 

He makes his underllanding the warehoufe of lumber ra- 
tner than a repofitory of truth, which will Jland him in Jiead 
when he has occafion for it. • Locke. 

1 lie Imallelt aft of charity fhall Jland us in great Jiead. 

Attcrbury’s Sermons. 

4. I he frame of a bed. 

The genial bed. 

Sallow the feet, the borders and the Jied. Dryden. 

Stead, fled, being in the name of a place that is diftant from 
any river, comes from the Saxon j*ece, yryo, a place 3 but if 
it be upon a river or harbour, it is to be derived from rraSSe, 

3 lhore or ftation for fhips. dbfon's Camden. 

lo Stead, v. a. [Irom the noun.] 

1. To help; to advantage; to fuppoi t; to aflift. A word fome- 
what obfolete. 

Ye arc neither in (kill, nor ability of power greatly to 

A?a > u - Sidney. 

ft nothing fleads us 

To elude him from our eves. Shakefpeare. 

vvn £ arments > linnens, fluffs, and neceffaries, 

Yhich fince have/W#./ much. Shakefpeare's Temped. 

Madam, fo it jiead you I will write. Shakefpeare. 

Can you fo Jiead me 

As bring me to the fight of Ifabella. Shakefpeare. 

2 To Gnu f T dly , aid and counfel mi,ch may Jiead me. R owe . 

2- John the place of another. Obfolete. 

noin, ftali adlife ] his wronged maid to Jiead up your ap- 

P intment, and go in your place. Shakefbcar- 

S> ea' DFA st . adj ] [Jle l d J faJj ] ohakejpeare. 

1- y aft in place; firm; fixed. 

Such was this giant’s fall, that feem’d to {hake 

his /iedjajl globe ofcarth, as it for fear did quake. F 1 9 u 

i?" -* iik ‘ PW-. v«. s 

2- Conftant; rcfolute. J S ‘ aU °f IreIand - 

I hope her ftubborn heart to bend. 

And that it then more Jledfa /1 will endure. SbtnFer 

lhcir hc “ tarigl,, > 


unto 


Him refi fijleafajl i n the faith. 


Eccius. xxli. 23. 
1 Pet. v. 9. 


STE 

What form of death could him affright. 

Who unconcern’d, with Jledfajl fight 
Coll’d view the furges mounting fteep. 

And monfters rolling in the deep: Drydstt. 

Steadfastly, adv. [from fiedfaji.] Firmly; cnnflantlv. 
God’s omnifcic-nce JleadJ'aJlly grafps the grcatcll and moft 
flippery uncertainties. South's Sermons. 

In general, fiedfajily believe that whatever God hath re¬ 
vealed is infallibly true. Wake’s Preparation for De.... 

Steadfastness, n.f [Fromf.eadfejt.] 

1. immutability; fixednefs. 

So hard thele heavenly beauties beenfir’d, 

As things divine, leaf! paflions do imprels. 

The more of lleadfatl minds to be admir’d. 

The more they flayed be on JiedfaJlnef. Spenfer. 

2. Firmnefs; conftancy; refolution, 

SteaDily. adv. [from Jieady.] 

1. Without tottering; without lhaking. 

Sin has a tendency to bring men under evils, unlefs hin¬ 
dered by Tome accident which no man can Jiead:iy build up ri. 

South's Ser mons. 

2 . Without variation or irregularity. 

So Jleadily docs fickle Tortunc fleer 
Th’ obedient orb that it fhould never err. Blackmore. 

Steadiness, n.f. [from fleadj.] 

1. State of being not tottering nor eafily fh-ken. 

2. Firmnefs; conftancy. 

John got the better of his cholerick temper, and wrought 
himfelf up to a great Jleadinefs of mind, to purfue his intereft 
through all impediments. Arbuthnot. 

3. Confillent unvaried conduft. 

Steadinefs is a point of prudence as well as of courage. L'EJi. 
A friend is ufeful to form an undertaking, and fecur ej/eaai- 
nefs of conduft. Collier <f Fneacijhip. 

SteaDy. adj. [j'ractuj, Saxon.] 

1. Firm; fixed; not tottering. 

I heir feet Jleady, their hands diligent, their eyes watchful, 
and their hearts refolute. Sidmy. 

He fails ’tween worlds and worlds with Jtepdy wing. Milt. 
Steer the bounding bark with Jieady toil, 

W hen the ftorm thickens and the billows boil. Popes 

2. Not wavering; not fickle; not changeable with regard to re¬ 
folution or attention. 

Now clear I underftand. 

What oft my fleadiefi thoughts have fearch’d in vain. Milton. 
Ste.dy to my principles, and not difpirited with my afa 
fliftions, I have, by the blcfling of God, overcome all dif- 
ficulties. Dryden’s eEneid. 

A clear fight keeps the underftandingy?ert^. L ckc. 

Steak n. f [Jlyck, Iflandick and Erfe, a"piecc; fieka, Swedilh, 
to boil J A (lice of flefh broiled or fried; a collop. 

The furgeon protefted he had cured him very well, and of¬ 
fered to eat the firft Jiake of him. Taller. 

Fair ladies who contrive 

To feaft on ale and Jlcaks. Swift. 

To STEAL v.a. Preterite IJlo'e, part. pa(T jiolen. [rtelan, 
Saxon ; Jle’en, Dutch.] 

X. 7 o take by theft; to take clandeftincly ; to take without rfahr. 

I oyfa;/generally implies fecrecy, to rob, either fecrccy or vio¬ 
lence. 

I hou ran’ft a tilt in honour of my love, 

Andy/A? away the ladies hearts of France. Shakefpeare. 

I here are fome fhrewd contents in yon fame paper, 

J hat J/eai the colour from Baftanio’s cheek; 

Some dear friend dead. Shakefpeare's Mcrch. of Venicce. 

1 A < 7k {h0 .k d f ‘ Ivcr ° r § old ? LD/. xliv. 8. 

A fchoo boy finding a bird’s neft, {Lews it his companion 
and he Jleal, it, C / Jr 

„ -i -i 1 Shaken eare. 

2i i o withdraw or convey without notice. 

. „ I helaw r °! E , n § la nd never was properly applied to the Jriftt, 
by a Purpofcd plot of government, but as they could infinite 

iibmitn “ U " dCr t " C f *"" b) ’ ***”*>' 

wrt et L U 5, fhiftaway ’ therc ’ s "’arrant in that theft ‘ ’ 

Which Jleals \tfe\f when there’s no mercy left. Shakefpeare. 
nc y o objefts has a tendency^o jleal away the mind 
from .ts ftcady purfuit of any fubieft. X Wat . 

3. I o gain or effeft by private rrteans. 

„ Young Lorenzo 

Stole her foul with many vows of faith. 

And ne’er a true one. c, , n 

'Vere it not that my fellow fchoolmafter J 

Doth watch Bianca’s fteps fo narrowly, 

I were good tojieal our marriage. ’ 00 

They hate nothing fo much as beincr alone f,n fc ^r 
affnght,ng apprehenfions fhould Jleal or !.rcre [heir way ™! 

To Steal, v.n. Calartsy. 

1. To withdraw privily; to pafs filently. 

pany? one night^X^wIy" ******> ant! to flya11 ^- 
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